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THUMB-NAIL NOTES 



some propositions which appear to be excel- 
lent. One is that no permit shall be granted 
for the erection of a stand unless the pro- 
moters undertake to decorate it according to 
some design to be prescribed. And the Soci- 
ety advocates the erection of stands over the 
cross streets abutting on the line of march. 
Passage way would be left underneath them 
for traffic. It would seem that, with good 
management, these might be erected by the 
City, and the proceeds from the letting of seats 
devoted to the cost both of the stands them- 
selves and of the decoration of certain import- 
ant points on the route. For another propo- 
sition of the painters is that the City should 
mass its efforts in decorating, selecting, for 
example, the intersection of prominent thor- 
oughfares for special effects. For the artistic 
treatment of the rest of the route the painters 
propose to issue a series of suggestions ap- 
plicable to different localities, which, while 
allowing for individual varieties of decoration, 
would maintain a certain uniformity of 
method. One point on which they are dis- 
posed to rely is that the main decorations 
should be carried through the third stories of 
the houses. Bunting will be flying from the 
roofs, but the systematic treatment, they urge, 
should be kept at uniform altitude. 

Whether or not circumstances within the 
control of politics permit the carrying out of 
these admirable intentions, a great point has 
been made by the artists. It has been ac- 
knowledged by the authorities that a fine 
result in decoration, as well as in other mat- 
ters, can only be obtained by employing ex- 
perts. That is a truism in Europe, but hitherto 
unrecognized in America. 



THUMB-NAIL NOTES 
THE SUCCESS of their maga- 
zine, "Art Education," and of their 
other publications relating to art in the 
schools, has compelled the J. C. Witter Com- 
pany to take larger and more commodious 
quarters. They are now established at No. 
123 Fifth avenue, where there is excellent 
opportunity for the display of their books, 



pictures, casts, artistic pottery and drawing 
supplies. 

A NEW HANDBOOK, "The Treasures 
of the Metropolitan Museum of Art of New 
York," is shortly to be published by R. H. 
Russell. The text is by Arthur Hoeber and 
covers all the collections in the Museum. It 
is illustrated with full-page half-tone pictures. 

THE NEW SCHOOLS of the National 
Academy of Design will open on October 2, 
in the temporary building erected for the pur- 
pose at One Hundred and Ninth street and 
Amsterdam avenue, on Morningside Heights, 
New York. Every effort has been made to 
bring them up to the highest standard in the 
matters of lighting, arrangement and equip- 
ment. Admission to any of the classes is 
through examinations, held during the first 
week of October, November and February, 
and applicants must register during the pre- 
ceding week. 

PAUL W. BARTLETT'S model for the 
Lafayette Monument, to be erected in the 
Court of the Louvre, as a gift to the French 
nation from the children of the United States, 
has been approved by M. Redon, the architect 
of the Louvre. 

MISS YANDELL has sailed for Paris, 
where she will execute the Bajnotti Memorial 
Fountain, the commission for which was re- 
cently accorded to her by competition. It is 
to stand in the centre of the Parkway, opposite 
the new passenger station at Providence, 
Rhode Island, as a memorial to Carrie Brown 
Bajnotti. The sketch model shows a circular 
basin, with a group of figures in the centre 
supporting a large bowl. The subject sym- 
bolized in these figures is " The Struggle of 
Life," not, as the sculptor points out, " the 
struggle for life. That would mean the strug- 
gle for bare existence, for bread merely; but 
I intend to indicate. the real life struggle, the 
attempt of the immortal soul within us to free 
itself from the handicaps and entanglements 
of its earthly environments. It is the devel- 
opment of character, the ' triumph of intel- 
lectuality and spirituality that I have striven 
to express." Life is symbolized by a woman, 
the soul by an angel and earthly tendencies 
by three male figures. Miss Yandell was a 
pupil of Rodin, and one catches much of the 
master's influence in this conception. 
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